
 

USE OF CONFIDENTIAL MATCH INFORMATION BY PARTICIPATING 
PROGRAMS OR THEIR FACULTY 

Protection of confidential information provided by applicants for residency or fellowship 
training utilizing the SFMatch is a fiduciary responsibility of AUPO. SFMatch and AUPO 
have ownership and are the sole custodians of these data. A variety of reports comprised of 
pooled and de-identified data are routinely provided to programs and applicants to 
facilitate transparency in the match process. All of these reports may be used by the public 
without permission or attribution. 

Participating training programs are provided with access to identifiable confidential 
personal information on candidates for the sole intent of matching applicants to training 
programs. These data may not be utilized, whether identifiable or not, by programs, 
institutions, or individuals for any other purposes, including, but not limited to, data 
analysis, research, and publication without express permission from AUPO in consultation 
from SFMatch. 

Faculty from participating programs may request access to SFMatch data for specific 
research protocols that are submitted to, and approved by, the AUPO Data Resource 
Committee. Data for approved research must be provided directly from files provided by 
SFMatch. All published or reported research utilizing datasets provided by SFMatch at the 
direction of the AUPO Data Resource Committee shall acknowledge both SFMatch and 
AUPO as author or non-author contributors, as appropriate.  

Use of data residing on training program portals or internally derived databases for any 
purposes other than an ongoing current match cycle is prohibited. Programs whose faculty 
are in violation of this policy are subject to disciplinary action that may include suspension 
or expulsion from SFMatch.   
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